74                       THE SHIPS BUILT

who broke down, and established a half-way house
with provisions on the summit of the Cordillera.
Vasco Nunez selected the shore of the Eio de la
Balsa, on the south side of the G-ulf of San Miguel,
as the place for building the ships; or at
Pegueo on the north side, according to another
authority. Many and great difficulties had to be
met and overcome. Huts had to be built and
the needs of his people attended to, always his
first care. There was much trouble with un-
seasoned timber, and some had to be felled on the
spot. At length the ships were completed, and
Vasco Nunez was ready to start. The moment
he had longed for was very near.

The news arrived that a new Governor, named
Lope de Sosa, was appointed who might stop
the expedition. A messenger, named Botello, was
sent to Acla, to ascertain the truth.1 In the
same evening Vasco Nunez had a conversation in
his hut with his friend the Licentiate Valderra-
bano. Their conclusion was that if the new
Governor had arrived the expedition should start
at once, but that if Pedrarias was still Governor
they would wait for some more stores that were due.

1 Lope de Sosa was on his way, but, unfortunately, he died at
Darien.